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Kindergarten ɀ 2nd Grade 

%ÄÕÃÁÔÏÒȭÓ !ÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ 'ÕÉÄÅ 

Dear Educator, 

We hope you are excited about your Field Trip to ¢ŀƳǇŀΩǎ Lowry Park Zoo, recognized by the State of Florida as a center 
for wildlife conservation and biodiversity, and also as a center for education and endangered species conservation.   The 
Zoo is an environmental learning center that provides an exciting and interactive location in which all students can make 
observations, draw conclusions and nurture their genuine interest in the natural world around them.  

This guide is set-up to provide a variety of lessons designed to meet your pre-zoo objectives, implement during your in-
zoo visit, and evaluate during your post-zoo assessment, all while incorporating a hands-on approach to formal 
education.  The K-2 benchmarks that can be met range from differentiating between living and non-living things to 
identifying the characteristics and attributes found in specific animal classifications. 

In order to maximize your visit, please note that Sunshine State Standards and FCAT readiness skills have been 
integrated into each lesson.  For your reference, an interdisciplinary chart highlighting cross-curricular activities is 
located at the end of this guide.    

We hope that you will find this guide a useful tool in preparing for your trip to Lowry Park Zoo and to help us achieve our 
mission of connecting people with the living Earth. 

 
The Importance of Zoos ς Please check out our web links to see the amazing things that are happening at the Zoo! 
 http://www.lowryparkzoo.com/zoo_video.php 
 http://www.lowryparkzoo.com/about_the_zoo.php 

http://www.lowryparkzoo.com/conservation.php 
 
Registering for a Field Trip, Sleepover, Animal Presentation, Guided Tour, Scavenger Hunt, or Wetlands Connection 
Program: 

http://www.lowryparkzoo.com/_education/register.html 

Email:  Jamie.myers@lowryparkzoo.com 

Phone contact: (813) 935-8552 ext. 268 

Please leave a voicemail to cancel/postpone a program. 

  

Enjoy Learning, 

 
¢ŀƳǇŀΩǎ [ƻǿǊȅ tŀǊƪ ½ƻƻ  
Education Staff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lowryparkzoo.com/zoo_video.php
http://www.lowryparkzoo.com/about_the_zoo.php
http://www.lowryparkzoo.com/conservation.php
http://www.lowryparkzoo.com/_education/register.html
mailto:Jamie.myers@lowryparkzoo.com
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Planning a Zoo Field  Trip  Checklist  
 

The below list will help make ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ¢ŀƳǇŀΩǎ [ƻǿǊȅ tŀǊƪ ½oo goes smoothly. 
 

 

_____ Pre-Zoo Classroom Activities Completed 
These activities all connect with the Florida Sunshine State Standards. They also serve to provide appropriate background for 
your students as they explore the Zoo. 

 

_____ Students have, and can be identified by name tags/school shirts/other 
 

_____ Marked maps for each chaperone to coordinate meeting times and key locations 
  ____ Chaperones have a ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŀƳŜǎ 
 

____ Cell phone number exchange with chaperones 
Most groups plan to meet up at the Manatee Fountains located at the front entrance ς this is where your 
group will be arriving and departing. 

 

_____ Copy of field trip activities for chaperones 
 

_____ Writing utensils 
 

_____ Discussed lost child plan with students and chaperones 
 

_____ Reviewed Zoo Safety Rules for Students 
 ω{ǘŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘǎ 
 ω²ŀƭƪ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ Ǌǳƴ 
 ωbƻ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ 

 ωtƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻ ƭƻǳŘ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƻǊ ȅŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
ω YŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ōƻŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ 
enclosures 

 

_____ Snacks/beverages brought from school 
 

_____Lunch has been pre-ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ¢ŀƳǇŀΩǎ [ƻǿǊȅ Park Zoo  
 

Kids - Hot Lunch  
$5.95 (plus tax) each - Hot Dog, Cheeseburger, Chicken Nuggets, Tuna Fish.  
Kids - Cold Lunch  
$4.50 (plus tax) each - Tuna Fish, Ham and Cheese, Turkey and Cheese  
All kids menu items come with Juice Box, Potato Chips and a Cookie.  The price below is subject to tax unless a tax exempt 
certificate is present at the time of order.   Lunches must be ordered a week before your visit date.  

 

Student Buffet Lunch Option  
Group must be 75 people or more. 
Prices*: Child $6.95 / Adult $8.95 plus tax.   Must be paid in full prior to dining.  
Reservations must be made at least 5 days in advance.  Cancellations must be no later than 48 hours from the date of 
service.  Groups will be slotted for half hour intervals to attend the buffet and must depart within 40 minutes from the start 
time.  The buffet may consist of the following choices: hamburgers, mac and cheese, fruit salad, chips, brownies and fruit 
punch. 
 

To make hot, cold, or buffet lunch reservations, please contact John Mancuso at (813) 935-8552 ext. 254, or 
john.mancuso@lowryparkzoo.com   

 

_____ Lunch will be eaten in the picnic area located near the Lowry Park band shell 
 

_____ Lunch will NOT be eaten during the field trip 
 

_____ Are you pre-ordering or allowing gift shop/snack purchases? 

Pre-Ordered Gift Bags - $3.00  Students can purchase souvenirs without shopping in the Gift Shop, which can be picked up 

at the Main Gift Shop the day of your visit! Good Bags include: Tampa's Lowry Park Zoo pencil, postcard, Goody Bag surprise 

(could be keychain, small toy, stickers etc..)   

*If you want your gift bag to feature a specific animal and/or want to include a plush animal, this is available at an 

additional fee.  

For more information regarding pricing and available animals, and to order your good bags, call 813-935-8552 ext. 215.   

mailto:john.mancuso@lowryparkzoo.com
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Animal Fast Facts 

Birds  
Warm-blooded vertebrates 
Most are capable of flight 
Live in variety of habitats  
Eat a variety of food 
Reproduce by laying eggs  
Have feathers and a beak 
Over 9,000 species of birds 

 
Types of Feathers 

Down feathers:  short, fluffy feathers that do not have hooked barbs  
 form an insulatinƎ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘΩǎ ǎƪƛƴ 

 
Body feathers:   fluffy base, with a smooth tip - helps to hold in heat 

smooth tip gives bird a smooth shape. 
 
Flight feathers:  continuous curved surface, strong but flexible 

provide lift when the bird is airborne 
quill is not central. 

 
Tail feathers:  have a central quill used for steering and braking. 
 
 

 

Reptiles  
6,000 species of reptiles 
Reproduce by laying eggs 
Cold-blooded vertebrates 

      Dry skin covered with scales to prevent water loss    
     Found in most habitats except cold regions and high mountains 

Reptile groups:       

 Snakes & Lizards 

 Crocodilians & Alligators 

 Tuataras  

 Tortoises & Turtles 
 
 
 

 

Mammals  
Over 5300 species of mammals 
Have a backbone (vertebrate) 
Warm-blooded 
Most have live birth (echidna and platypus lay eggs) 
Live in all regions of the world (except Antarctic) 
Have fur and mammary glands 
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Amphibian s: 
2,500 species  
Cold-blooded Vertebrates  
Adapted for life on land  
Skin is thin and scale-less with mucus  
Undergo metamorphosis - but most return to water sometimes  
Amphibian groups:     

 Frogs and Toads  

 Newts and Salamanders  

 Caecilians 

 
 
 
 
 

Fish 
Over 20,000 known species 
Breathe through gills  
Tail for propulsion  
Fins for steering 
 Scales for protection 
 Fish live in water 
Most fish lay eggs 
Some sharks bear live young  
Fish groups:  

 Jaw-less fish 

 Bony fish 

 Cartilaginous fish 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Insect  
Invertebrates ς Have an exoskeleton  
Most can fly 
Have 3 body sections:  

 Head 

 Thorax 

 Abdomen 
Have 6 legs  
Have antennae 
Most have 2 pairs of wings    
Life cycle of different stages ς metamorphosis 

http://www.clker.com/clipart-11815.html
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Living vs. Non-Living  Objects 

Objective: Students learn to understand the differences between living and non-living objects 

Benchmarks: SC.K.L.14.3, SC.1.L.14.3 

Vocabulary: Non-Living:   lifeless, or dead.   
Two categories: 
1. Never part of a living thing, such as a rock 
2. Once part of living things, such as paper or jelly  

  Living:   having life, not dead or nonexistent; all living things need food, air, water and shelter to survive. 

  7 Characteristics of LIVING THINGS: 1. Need to feed 

       2. Internal, and often also external movement 

       3. Breathing or respiration 

       4. Excretion (removal of waste) 

       5. Growth 

       6. Sensitivity (reaction to changes) 

       7. Reproduction 

 

Materials: Magazine pictures, construction paper or tag board, glue, scissors 

Recommended 

Reading: ²ƘŀǘΩǎ !ƭƛǾŜΚ ό[ŜǘΩǎ wŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ CƛƴŘ hǳǘΣ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ мύ ōȅ YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ ²ŜƛŘƴŜǊ ½ƻŜƘŦŜƭŘ 

 Living and Nonliving (Nature Basics), by Carol K. Lindeen 

 

Advanced 

Preparation: Gather various magazines.  Prepare ahead by cutting out living and non-living objects. Glue the pictures 

on construction paper or tag board to make them sturdy for sorting. 

 

PRE-ZOO LESSON:    

1. Begin a discussion with the students.  Ask 

ǘƘŜƳΣ άIƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 

ŀƭƛǾŜΚ ά !ŎŎŜǇǘ ŀƭƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΦ 

2. Show the students the prepared answers 

one by one.  Ask them if the object in the 

picture is alive.  Have the students sort 

the pictures in two piles.  Introduce the 

terms living and non-living. 

3.  Make a T-Chart and list the attributes of 

each. 
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IN-CLASS ASSESSMENT: 

4. ¢ƻ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ-living, have them create their own T-Chart. Label 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ άbƻƴ-[ƛǾƛƴƎΦέ Allow students to draw objects identified at zoo and/or also distribute 

magazines to the students and instruct them to cut out pictures of objects and glue them under the 

appropriate heading. 

5. Have the students compare the number of living to non-living items.  Students may orally express equations, 

such as there are two more non-living things than living things, or the number of living is less than, etc 

POST-ZOO ASSESSMENT: 

6. Have students share what they determined was living/non-living ŀǘ ¢ŀƳǇŀΩǎ [owry Park Zoo and explain 

how they drew this conclusion. 
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FIELD TRIP ACTIVITY 

Is It Living OR Non-Living? 
 

Directions:  tǳǘ ŀƴ ά·έ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƛǘŜƳ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƴƻƴ-living.  

 Give a reason for how you know. 

 Living Non-Living How do you know? 
Manatee Fountains    

Manatees    

Tapirs    

Siamang Monkeys    

Plants    

Budgies    

Tasmanian Tiger    

Horses on Carousel    

Giraffes    

Guenons    

 

 

Now YOU find 5 more things within the Zoo that are Living or Non-Living! 

 Living Non-Living How do you know? 

1.  
   

2.  
   

3.  
   

4.  
   

5.  
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Domesticated vs. Exotic  

Objective: Students will distinguish the difference between domesticated and exotic animals 

Benchmarks: SC.K.L.14.3, SC.1.L.14.1, SC.1.L.16.1, SC.2.L.17.1, SC.2.L.17.2, SC.4.L.16.3 

  MA.G.2.1, MA.K.3.1, MA.1.5.2, MA.3.A.6.2 

 

Vocabulary: Exotic:  In original, or natural state, not domesticated 

Domesticated:  Tamed to live with humans 

 

Materials: Assorted pictures of animals that are domesticated, exotic, or both 

 

PRE-ZOO LESSON 

1. Show students animal pictures.  Have a volunteer sort the pictures and explain what attribute(s) he/she 

used to sort them.  Allow another volunteer to sort the pictures.  If neither of the volunteers sorted using 

the attributes of domesticated or exotic, then sort the pictures and ask the students to identify the attribute 

you used. 

2. LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ άexoticέ ŀƴŘ άŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎŀǘŜŘΦέ  IŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ 

definitions. 

3. Go through the pictures with the students and discuss whether the animals are exotic, domesticated, or can 

be domesticated.  Discuss whether or not exotic animals make good pets. 

 

POST-ZOO ASSESSMENT 

1. Journal:  Have the students identify one animal they found at the Zoo.  Write why or why not this animal 

should, or could be domesticated. Include what a human would need to provide to take care of it. 

2. Have students create an acrostic using either the word domesticated or wild.  Or, create a class acrostic with 

younger students. 

 

EXAMPLES: 
  

Will it make a good pet? No!  Wolf 

I t can harm you.   Ibis 

Leave him in his habitat  Lion  

DƻƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǇŜǘ ƘƛƳ   Dolphin 

 

3. Have students create a list indicating why wild animals do not make good pets.   

4. Have students complete a word search puzzle.  After they complete the puzzle, they are to sort the words 

from the puzzle, using a T-Chart. 

5. Have the students create their own word search puzzles with this website: http://www.edhelper.com 

 

 

 

 

http://www.edhelper.com/
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FIELD TRIP ACTIVITY 

Domesticated vs. Exotic:  
Pig, bird, elephant, frog  

 

Write the actual name of the EXOTIC animals found in ¢ŀƳǇŀΩǎ Lowry Park Zoo. 

1. What do you see in the exhibit that helps take care of it?  

2. tǳǘ ŀƴ άȄΩ ƻƴ the animals that are also DOMESTICATED animals 

3. Choose one of the animals and write why or why not this animal should, or could be domesticated. Include what a 

human would need to provide to take care of it. 

                                                   

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List two other animals at the Zoo that are EXOTIC, but are sometimes DOMESTICATED?  

http://www.clker.com/clipart-11652.html
http://www.clker.com/clipart-11751.html
http://www.clker.com/clipart-6983.html
http://www.clker.com/clipart-26440.html
http://www.clker.com/clipart-gecko-reptile.html
http://www.clker.com/clipart-10097.html
http://www.clker.com/clipart-26591.html

