
 

 

 

 

 
 

The Florida Environmental  
Education Center 

 “Zoo School” 
 

      
Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo Mission:   

To Connect People with the Living Earth 
 
 

To schedule a tour of the Zoo School contact: 
Kellie Hales, Zoo School Coordinator (813)935-8552 ext. 272 

 
 

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY CHILD CARE LICENSING INFORMATION 
 
License Number: C TA 43058  License Issued:  07/01/2010        License Expires:   06/30/2011 
TŀƳǇŀΩǎ [ƻǿǊȅ tŀǊƪ ½ƻƻ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ is licensed by the State of Florida, Hillsborough County Child Care Licensing, and operates Monday 
through Friday, 7am-6pm.  The license is posted at the entrance of the Zoo School.  The laws and rules are available at the school.  
¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘs, including compliance report forms and evaluation forms from the health, building, and fire 
departments, are available upon request.   

 
 

¢ŀƳǇŀΩǎ [ƻǿǊȅ tŀǊƪ ½ƻƻ  1101 West Sligh Ave.  Tampa, FL  33604  Phone: (813) 935-8552  Fax:  (813) 933-7949 
 

 

Prospective Student Information 
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Dear Prospective Zoo School Family, 
 

Thank you so much for taking the time to inquire about our Early Childhood Education, Pre-school, and 
YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǘ ¢ŀƳǇŀΩǎ [ƻǿǊȅ tŀǊƪ ½ƻƻΦ  .ŜƭƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘion about our 
facility and unique approach to early education. 
 
After going through this packet, we encourage you to schedule a Zoo School tour to get a personalized 
opportunity to experience what we have to offer our young environmental stewards.  Please remember, 
program registration is on a first come, first serve basis.  Should you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact the Early Childcare Education Coordinator, Kellie Hales at (813) 935-8552 ext. 262 or 
Kellie.Hales@LowryParkZoo.com 
 
Thank you again for your time, 
 
Kellie Hales 
Early Childhood Education Coordinator 
 

MISSION OF THE FLORIDA ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER AT TAMPAΩS LOWRY PARK ZOO (ZOO SCHOOL) 
To provide a safe, clean, pleasant and caring environment in which each student may develop his or her physical, social, emotional, 
and intellectual potential at his or her own pace while fostering a respect for wildlife and wild places through unique Zoo 
interactions.  

 
ZOO SCHOOLΩS EDUCATION PHILOSOPHY AND APPROACH 

¢ŀƳǇŀΩǎ [ƻǿǊȅ tŀǊƪ ½ƻƻ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ Ȋƻƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ASSOCIATION OF ZOOS AND AQUARIUMS (AZA)Φ  ¢ƘŜ ½ƻƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ 
and approach to education follows their Vision statement. 
 

AZA VISION AND VALUES 
The Association of Zoos and Aquariums envisions a world where all people respect, value and conserve animals and nature. 

 Conservation of the Living Natural WorldτWe value the living natural world and recognize the role of our animals 
as ambassadors. We value the integration of environmentally responsible practices into all aspects of our business. 

 Conservation Education for Members and the PublicτWe value our roles as trusted messengers for the natural 
world and seek to accelerate positive conservation action through individual and collaborative educational efforts 
of AZA member institutions. 

 Animal Care and WelfareτAZA cares deeply about animal care and welfare, within and beyond its member Zoos 
and aquariums, and is guided by Accreditation Standards, the Code of Professional Ethics, the Animal 
Acquisition/Disposition Policy, and science-based animal care standards. 

 

ZOO SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
Through the common love for the environment, animals, and children, the Zoo School staff provides students twelve months to 
Kindergarten a unique year-round experience to foster young environmental advocates as the only school in the country run by an 
accredited Zoo.   The Zoo School strives to create hands-on-learning opportunities for children based on creative environmental 
ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ŀƳǇŀΩǎ [ƻǿǊȅ tŀǊƪ ½ƻƻ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ½ƻo School staff is 
encouraged to utilize and gain knowledge about various animals, as well as, incorporate classroom animal encounters and 
ŜƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ  .ȅ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
differences, the Zoo School staff provides support for one another professionally in a teamwork environment, while embracing 
positive communication with the Education staff, the children, and the families served.   

 

Introduction to the Zoo School 

mailto:Kellie.Hales@LowryParkZoo.com
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OUTDOOR PLAY/ZOO HIKES 
Students are outside on a regular basis, so children are asked to dress accordingly. Zoo Hikes are class excursion into the Zoo for any 
number of purposes, which provide opportunities to practice, demonstrate, introduce, and explore concepts and skills from every 
ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀΦ  hŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ½ƻƻ ƘƛƪŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀ food 
stand, ride, or behind-the-scenes area. 
 

ENRICHMENTS AND FEEDINGS 
Frequently, classes have the chance to aid the ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǎǘŀŦŦ ōȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ άŜƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘέ ƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎƴŀŎƪ ƻǊ ǘƻȅ ǘƻ 
ƻǳǊ ½ƻƻ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦ  CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŎƭƛǇ ǎƻƳŜ άōǊƻǿǎŜέ ƻǊ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƘƛōƛǎŎǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƻ ŦŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊŀffes or 
prepare fruit to add to the Aldabra tortoise diet. 
 

ANIMALS IN THE CLASSROOM 
The Zoo Schools provides a model program where children connect with animals and learn the importance of conservation. 
Observing and caring for animals instills a sense of responsibility and respect for life.  Animal Ambassadors from the Zooventures 
Department visit classrooms and provide up-close and personalized animal encounters.  Examples include: a Prehensile-tailed 
porcupine, an angora rabbit, and an Eastern Screech Owl.  With this connection to animals also comes the emphasis of proper 
hygiene and hand washing.  All children who handle animals are instructed to wash their hands immediately after handling them.   
 

All of the animals in the ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ŀƳǇŀΩǎ [ƻǿǊȅ tŀǊƪ ½ƻƻΩǎ !ƴƛƳŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ.  Each classroom takes care of the 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΩ Řŀƛƭȅ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ the on-ǎƛǘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊǎ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ   

 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH, AND SNACKS 
¢ŀƳǇŀΩǎ [ƻǿǊȅ tŀǊƪ ½ƻƻ 5h9{ bh¢ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƻǊ ǎƴŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  

 

SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR 
Kindergarten runs on a 10 month academic year cycle, following the Hillsborough County School Calendar (August ςMay). 

During the summer you will have an opportunity to enroll children in Summer Camp at the Zoo.   
Early Childhood Education (ECE) and Pre-K runs on a 12 month academic year cycle (August - August). 
 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
Early Childhood Education (ECE) and Pre-School: A student whose birthday is on or before October 1 of  
the current school year shall be eligible to enter the next age level of our program.  The biggest  
request for moving up usually happens in the 24-36 Month room, please be aware they will not be  
able to move to the 3 Year Old room until the new school year. 
 

Kindergarten:  A student whose fifth birthday is on or before October 1
 

of the current school year 
ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƪƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƛǎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ м- 31 and you want your 
ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ¢ŀƳǇŀΩǎ [ƻǿǊȅ tŀǊƪ ½ƻƻΩǎ YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴΣ ƻǳǊ YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀƴ 
assessment to determine eligibility.  
 

CLASS SIZE AND STAFF/CHILD RATIOS*  
ECE (12-24 months) 11 students to 2 teachers 
ECE (24-36 months) 12 students to 2 teachers 
Pre-K (3 year olds) 12 students to 1 teacher 
Pre-K (4 year olds) 12 students to 1 teacher 
Kindergarten (5 year olds) 15 students to 1 teacher 
*Ratios are at or under licensing requirements. 

Nowhere on Earth can one learn A is for Alligator in 
quite the same way.  Only here can our young ones 
ride a camel, frolic at water play and be given the 
in-depth ability to educate their parents on the 
environment and animals of the world.  
 

 ~ Former Zoo School Parent 
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HOURS OF OPERATION 
Early Childhood Education (ECE) and Pre-K begins at 8:00am and ends at 2:30pm 

Extended Care hours are 7am-8am; and 2:30-6:00pm.  Extended Care can be purchased for an additional cost. 
Kindergarten begins at 9:00am and ends at 3:00pm 

Extended Care hours are 7:00am-9:00am; and 3:00-6:00pm.  Extended Care can be purchased for an additional cost.  

 
M ONTHLY TUITION PRICES 

 

 5 Day Class  
(M-F) 

3 Day Class  
(M, W, F) 

2 Day Class  
(T, Th) 

Kindergarten (5 Day Class Only) and Pre-K  
(Ages 4 to 5) 

$499  
Monthly 

$331 
Monthly 

$247 
Monthly 

Early Childhood Education  
(Ages 1 to 3) 

$581  
Monthly 

$361 
Monthly 

$253 
Monthly 

Optional:  Extended Care  
(7:00am to 8:00am; 3:00pm to 6:00pm) 

$200 
Monthly 

$120 
Monthly 

$80 
Monthly 

 

 
DISCOUNT OFFERED TO PARENTS AND STUDENTS 

 Sibling DiscountτA sibling discount is offered to those with more than one student attending a Zoo School program.  
Families pay the highest regular price tuition for the first student, and each student after that will receive a 5% discount.   

 Membership DiscountτFamilies of students currently enrolled in Zoo School will receive a 10% discount off the price of an 
annual Zoo Pass.  To receive your discount you must email the Director, Jennifer McLachlan, at 
Jennifer.Bacon@LowryParkZoo.com to request a special άZoo Parentέ membership form. 

 Winter, Spring and Holiday CampsτStudents who are 5 years-old and enrolled in our Kindergarten have the opportunity to 
attend the Winter, Spring and Holiday Camps at 50% off when the Zoo School is closed.   Payment for camp must be paid in 
advance and booked through the reservation staff located in the Resource Center to receive the discount.  Discount cannot 
be applied to Extended Care. 
 

RESERVING SLOTS FOR CHILDCARE 

To reserve your childΩs slot upon initial enrollment you must complete the full registration packet with $50 Registration Fee and 
submitted it via mail or in person to thŜ ½ƻƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ  

 
Once your Registration Packet is processed: 

1. A confirmation letter will be sent within two weeks via email or mail. 
2. The original Shot and Physical Records (blue and yellow sheets) must be  
ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ first day. 

3. tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜΥ  ¸ƻǳǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǘǳƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
charged the month that your child begins.  

 
This is the only way you can reserve your childΩs slot at Zoo School. 

 
 
 

What this institution has given our sons is priceless 
and immeasurable.   We are forever grateful. 
   

~Former Zoo School Parents 

mailto:Jennifer.Bacon@lowryparkzoo

